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Bear didn’t like birthdays. 

He didn’t like birthday parties or balloons.

He didn’t like birthday cards or songs or candles.

In fact, Bear was quite sure he didn’t like 

anything to do with birthdays at all.
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Chapteapa r 1

Swish! Swish! Swish!  Bear dusted his shelves. Swish! Swish! Swish!  

Whisk! Whisk! Whisk!  Bear swept his f loor. 

He was very, very busy today. Bear was always 

very, very busy on his birthday.
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He opened the door to shake out his 

broom, and there was Mouse, small and gray 

and bright-eyed.and bright-eyed.

“Happy birthday, Bear!” cried Mouse.

“It’s not my birthday,” lied Bear.



3

“But it says so right here,” said Mouse, 

waving a party invitation.

“Let me see that!” demanded Bear.

He peered at the card. It read:

     Dear Mouse,

     Come to Bear’s birthday

     at Bear’s house today!

      Balloons and presents 

      and birthday cake.
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“This is your handwriting!” protested 

Bear. “You wrote it.”You wr

“Did I?” asked Mouse, most innocently.

“Yes,” said Bear. He sounded quite 

certain.

Mouse hung his head. “Shameful 

trickery,” he confessed. “Terribly sorry. 

But perhaps we could have just a little 

birthday party?”


