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For Rubin Pfeffer,
my agent, my beloved friend
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For Ben and Hélene
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We,
you and [,

are alive.

Alive in a vast universe

of fire and ice.

Alive on the only planet

in all this burning, freezing universe =y
known to sustain

life.

We are as alive

as night-sprouting mushrooms,
as worms gobbling their way
through the living soil.

Alive as buttercups,

as chickadees.

As catfish,

as cats.

No one knows how life came to be.
Or where.
Or when.




